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The feasls of All Saints and All
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ach Sunday at Mass we profess

our faith in the resurrection of

the dead. Each time we pray the

Apostles’ Creed we again speak

of this select group as the Com-
munion of Saints. How doesthe Church
celebratethesaimtsand all those marked
with the sign of faith who have passed
before us?

On certain days of the liturgical cal-
endar, specific saints are remembered
in the Mass and Church prayer. The
major celebration of the dead, how-
ever, is reseived for the month of No-
vember in the consecutive feasts of All
Saints and All Souls. The history of the
derivation of this special group cel-
ebration tells us something significant
about the Catholic tradition weall share,

Few may realize that the feasts of All
Saints and All Souls are celebrated as a
triduum. Hildebertof LeMans (d. 1134)
is the first to speak of the unitive nature
of this celebration. 1n his sermons, he
mentioned a three-day sequence of a
festival — “All Halloween, All Hallows
and All Souls,” The memarial he pro-
posed is continued today with the Vigil
Evening prayer for AH Saints, followed
by the special Masses for each day,

The feast of All Saints
Martyrs have been venerated-in the

Church from the carlicst days. Pilgrim-. -

ages to the graves of martyrs were com-
mon, and relics were highly prized pos-
sessions. Martyrdom iself was consid-
ered the most noble form of death. We
can read theaccounts of martyrs’ deaths
and see the significance early Christian
writers placed on this supreme sacri-
fice. The martyrdowss of Polycarp,
Perpetua, Felicitas and Ignatius are all
graphically detailed and can be read
today.

This special vencration of the mar-
tyrs led directly te our present-day cel-
ebration of All Saints. Pope Urban 1V
{1261-1264) presented two specific
purposes for the feast: {1} The merits of
all the saints {martyrs and all faithful)
can be venerated in common by this
one celebration. (2) Any negligence,
omission or irreverence committed in
the celebration of the saints’ feasts
throughout the year is to be atoned for

-by the faithful, and thus due honor may
still be offered to the saints.

Early accounts show a mentorial for

come a public holy day
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all martyes in the East as early as the  Basilica in honor of Christ, Mary and”

third century: A Chaldean calendar of - “all the aposiles, martyrs, confessors,

411 mentions a special —

and all the just and perfect

commemoration for all
conlessorson the Friday af-
ter Easter. John Chry-
sostom, bishop of Con-
stantinople. (d. 407}
annually preached a ser-
mon titled “Praise ofall the
Holy Martyrs of the Entire
World” on the first Sunday
after Pentecost. By the sev-

Honoring the
martyrs who
have retumed to
/{|-~God, and all the
dead, has been a
Christian prac-
tice since the

servantsof God whose bod-
ies rest throughout the
world.” In dedicating this
chapel, Gregory changed
the date of the special feast
to Nov, | for the Roman
Church. The practice was
universalizéd by Pope Gre-
gory IV in 844,

Two theories-exist as.to

enth century, recordsshow 'p’us!-aposlolic the reason for shifting the
thata“commemorationof iod date of the celebration. The
the holy martyrs” had be- periot. most aceepted idea is that

since past pagan practicé

throughout the Church. :

. The established feast as we know it
today has its origins in the Pontificate
of Boniface IV {608-615). On May 13,

609, the Pantheon in Rome, formerlya ...-

pagan temple, was preseited to
Boniface by the Emperor Phocas. The
Pope consecrated the building as a
Christian church in honor of the Blessed
Virgin Mary and all the'martyrs.
The practice of including in the me-
morial not enly martyrs, but all the

saints, began to spread in the mid-

eighth century. By 741, the practice was
sufficiently recognized that Pope Gre-
gory 111 dedicated a chapel in St. Peter’s

had made Nov. 1 a day of
festival, Christian practice should fill

" the void created by the virtual death of

paganism in Western Europe,

Analternative, more practical theory,
does exist, however — ta feed pilgrims.
Because so many people came to Rome
for the celebration, it was difficult to

_feed them. Shifting the celebrationto a

time after the harvest would help to
alleviate the problem.

The feast of All Souls .

Devotion to, and prayers for, the dead
comesto Christianity from the Hebrew
tradition. Private and public prayer for

; ‘Nov. 2. He wrote, “If anyone ¢lse fol-

one hefore us

thedead was customarily recited on the
day of death, the day of buriaf and the
seventh and 13th days alter death,
Christian practice, as stated by St Cyril
of Jerusalem {d. 386), indicated Lhat

" “We pray lor all our communion who

have departed from this world, believ-
ing that.their souls receive a very great
relieffrom the prayers affered for them
in the holy and redoubtable Sacrifice of
the Altar.”

Early Christian efforts to celebrate
the dead were centered in remem-

. brance. In the era of St. Jerc..ae {d. 420}

the names of the dead were entered in

" the diptych, a kind of notehook. The
. names were read aloud by a deacon or

other minister at Mass, Sometimes the
presider at Mass meationed the names

Ain prayers; sometimes the diptych was

placed on the altar. This procedure was
discontinued in the 12th century, but
the practice has been reinstituted in
various parishes during the month of-
November. .

The establishment of the contem-
porary feast of All Souls occurred in the
Benedictine monastery of Cluny. In 998,
Abbot Odilo ordered all monasteries
under his authority te cecbrate a festal
memorial ofall the faithful departedon

lows the examiple of our faith-inspired
innovation, may he share in the good
prayers of all.” This commemoration
quickly spread.  Evidence shows that
Benedictinesand Carthusians were cel-
ebrating the feast before 1137, Devo-
tion spread to. France, Germany and

Tingland, but wasonly acceptedin Rome

in the 13th century. In the I4th cen-
tury, the feast was placed on the official
calendar,

Nov. 2 was chosen as the date for the
feast to bring unity in celebrating the
dead. In this way, the memory of all

- “holyspitits, both of thesaints in heaven

and ofthesoulsin purgatory, should be
celebrated on two successive doys and
in this way express the Christian belief
in the ‘communion of saints.” ”

" Honoring the martyrs who have re-
turned to Gad, and all the dead, has
beena Christian practice since the post- .
apostolic period.

The feasts of All Saints and All Souls
today stand as a unitive celebration to
honor men and women who, marked
with the sign of faith, gave us an ex-
ampleof God's presence through Chris-
tian love and devotion.

Let u. allow this cefebration of all
deceased Christians be a catalyst for us

"to be saints to one another in word and -

deed. Let us honor those who have
gone before us by imitating their tives.
of selfless Christian service, (J

Father Gribble, a member of the Congre-
gation of Holy-Cross, srites from Wash:
ingten, D.C.




